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FELLOW Citizens or tar Соснси,, AND 


HousxE or REPRESENTATIVES : 


Another year of unexampled pros» 
perity, crowned with the blessings of 
health, peace and an ample rémunera- 
tion to the lubors of our people in all 
the industrial pursuits of life, has pas. 
sed away; and it is with a heart over- 
flowing with gratitude to the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe, for the continu- 
ed evidences of his protecting carey во 
signally manifested in the affairs ofour 
beloved Territory, that I, as her Ghief 
Executive, bid you a cordial welcome 
to the Capitol —recopnizing in you the 
chosen representatives of an intelligent 
and prosperous community, whose 
members (under the wise provisions of 
the much abused Kansas & Nebraska 
act) are secure in the peaceful enjoy- 
ment of all tho rights and privileges of 
а free people-—exempt from all inter- 
ference in their domestic concerns, not 
warranted by their own consent, and 
and aubject to no restraint not impos- 
ed by their own voluntary action. 

It is to a wise and just appreciation 
of these sacred privileges, and to their 
judicious and intelligent exercise by 
our people, that we must attribute to a 
very great degree the proud position 


which Nebraska oócupies among the 
Territories of this vast Republic. 

Ít iş written that there are last wha 
shall be first, and this truth is elearly 
exemplified in the growth and condi- 
tion of the twin Territories, brought in- 
to existénce at the same time, and or- 
ganized under the provisions of the 
same common act While Kansas, 
(the settlement of which was commen- 
ced under far more favorable eireum- 
stances than that of Nebraska) has 
been torn by internal dissensions, her 
virgin soil overrun and deseerated by 
armed and hostile factions, her people 
murdered and pillaged by roving 
bands of lawless marauders, betrayed 
by mercenary demagogues and unprin- 
cipled politieias, and her Government 
given up to anarchy and confusion; the 
people of Nebraska, led by the coun- 
sels of wisdom and moderation, have 
succeeded in frowning down all foreign 
interference, and in resisting the earl- 
iest encroachments of ‘domestic diffi- 
culty; апа -in defiance ofthe open and 
active skepticism amid which their Ia- 
bors have been prosecuted, have ad- 
ded, in their example another bright 
testimonial of man's ca pacity for self- 
government to the many which already 
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adorn the annals of the Republie.— 
And although we have-not been per- 
mitted personally to participate in the 
great struggle for principle, which has 
just terminated in a mannér so deep- 
ly gratifying to the friends of constitu- 
tional liherty, it has been our privilege 
to contribute in some degree to that re- 
sult. by furnishing, in our own exam- 
ple, а weapon to our friends, before 
which the enemies of popular xights 
quailed in the contest, And we may 
boldly assert the doctrine, that under 
the constitution and laws of the re- 
publie, and fully sustained by the ver- 
duct of its people, we recognise ro paw- 
er, save that of God alone, which may 
rightfully interfere with or control our 
Gemestic concerns. We feel ourselves 
to be an integral part of the great Am- 
criean Confederacy, and that although 
cur lot has been cast on the western 
bank of the Missouri river, we are not 
thereby divested of any of the franchi- 
ses that constitutionally pertain to 
/,cacriean citizens. And if our со-ор- 
erative efiorts are so far successful as 
to secure to us an exercise of that lib- 
erality ou the part of congress, to 
which we think we have established 
many and just claims, we willin a few 
years evinee to the world, by adding 
another star to the bright constellation 
ef states, that Americans, in their 
march westward, lose neither the priv- 
ileges of afree people, nor the capac- 
ity to exercise them, 

No citizen of Nebraska can look a- 
reund him and contemplate the unex- 
aimpled degree of prosperity which has 


crowned the efforts of our infancy, 
without feelings of the profoundest 
gratitude and satisfaction. And when 
we reflect that but two short years have 
passed since Nebraska, (almost un- 
known except by name) was a vast 
uncultivated and unsettled region, 
with scarcely a mark to indicate that 
civilizaticn had reached its borders, its 
present condition almost startles us 
with the conviction, that the hand of 
magic, rather than the enterprise of the 
pioneer, has wrought the change, We 
can now boast of a population of more 
than 15,000 intelligent, orderly, and 
energetic citizens, who may challenge 
comparison with those of any State or 
Territory in the Union; of flourishing 
towns and prosperous cities, with their 
handsome church edifices, well-regu- 
lated schools and busy streets; of our 
broad and beautiful prairies, being 
thickly dotted with comfortable farm 
houses and well cultivated fields, yield- 
ing their rich treasuxes to the hand af 
peaceful industry. The appreciation 
of property has far exceeded the ex- 
pectations of the most sanguine. Bus- 
iness lots, upon streets where the wild 
grass still flourishes, are reádily com- 
manding trom $ 500 to $ 3000 each; 
lands adjacent to our more prosperous 
towns, sell readily at from $ 50 to 
$ 400 per acre; credit is almost un- 
known in our business circles; no citi- 
xen oppressed for debt nor crippled in 
his energies by the hand of penury or 
want; but all encouraged, by the sue- 
cess of the past, look forward to the 
future with eager hopes and bright an- 
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ticipations—stimulated to greater ef: 
ferts and renewed exertion 

It should be born in mind too that 
all this has been effected during a pe. 
riod in which the country was involved 
in the most momentous and absorbing 
struggle through which it has ever 
passed—when capitalists and business 
men were deterred by the apparent in- 
sseurity ofthe government from inves» 
ting: their means or engaging in spec- 
ulatire enterprises, and while the 
large mass of the people of the country 
were absorbed in the contest. In con- 
templating what we have already done, 
and the circumstances under which it 
has been accomplished, I am led to en- 
quire what may we not expect in the 
future? . 

I regard the election of James Bu- 
ehanan and John C. Breckinridge to 
the Presidency and Vice Presidency 
of the United States, at this juncture, 
аз not only having cemented the Union 
of the States, by reassuring the South 
that her constitutional rights are sa- 
ered from invasion, and as having set- 
Пед forever the great question of Cen- 
gressional interference inthe domestic 
affuirs of the States and Territories, by 


__.-~-banishing the vexed question of sla- 


very from the halls of the Capitol and 
committing it fof settlement to’ the 
hands of the people directly interested 
in its establishment or prohibition, but 
as having had a most salutary effect 
upon the business of the county. Cap- 
ital and labor alike shrink instinctively 
from civil commotion. The first breath 
of angry agitation, awakening appre. 
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hensions' in. the ‘minds of the people 
as to the permanence, and. stability of 
the Government, is sufficient ip itself 
to fatally paralyze the business ener- 
gies of the country, and calculated to 
arrest for the time that national growth 
and progress which so universally at- 
tend the reign of political quiet and 
peace, i 

It cannot be doubted that the pecu- 
liar aspeet of the recent campaign has 
hada tendency to check many enter- 
prises, requiring large outlays of cap- 
ital and a series of years for their de- 
velopment, and to cust a consequent 
gloom over many departments of com- 
mercial efforts. But, thank Ged. the 
success of the Democratic party, with 
its conservative national principles, in 
the elevation of eueh an able, tried and 
prudent statesman as James Buchanan 
to the Chief Magistracy of the Union, 
affordingas it does the most an ple and 
satisfactory assurances of the sound- 
ness of the popular sentiment, and of 
ihe faithful adherence of tbe Ameri- 
can people to the responsibilities and 
duties imposed uponthem by the Cor- 
stitution, cannot fail to inspire univer- 
sal confidence in the stability of our 
Government, and to give а new and 
healthy impetus to all the’ business af- 
fairs of the nation, 

Men of capital and enterprises stim- 


ulated and assured by the quiet and 


repose thus guarrantied to the coun- 
try, will go in pursuit of new fields for 
investment, industry and effort, and 
new vigor and strength will animate 
and quicken the various departments 
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of cottimerceandtrade: Айа Nebras- 
ka, with wise and prudent legislation 
upon your part, occupying as she does, 
a central position between the Atlantic 
and Paeiíie coasts, and on а direct line 
of communication between them, with 
her salubrious climate, her fertile soil, 
her driving, energetic people, with 
three of the most important railroads 
in the west being rapidly pushed for- 
ward towards her eastern border, can- 
not fail to reap a large share of the rich 
blessings of prosperity and peace which 
await our common Country. , 

Preparatory to the reception of the 
immense tide of emirration and wealth 
that is destined to flow into our Ter- 
ritory at the opening of spring, from 
all sections of the country, it is your 
duty, and your common constituency 
haye п right to expect, that you will 

‘adopt at an early day, a wise and ju- 
dicious} system of legislation for the 
security of persons and property, the 
encouragement of education, and the 
protection and elevation of the morais 
of our people. 

* Тһе rise and progess ofall human 
governments admonish us of the truth 
of the saying, that ‘righteousness ex- 
aiteth a nation, but sin is агергоасй to 
any people.’’ 

The adoption ofa plain, just ande. 
quitable system of statutory, law, is, 
in my estimation, the first and most 
important step towards laying the 
foundation of permanent prosperity in 
any community. By reference to our 
present statutes they will be found de~ 
ective in many important respects, in- 


congruous and difficult of compreheti« 
sion. It is your province to apply the 
remedy: 

Men of capital and enterprise will 
not make investments and devote their 
time and energies to those works ofin- 
ternal improvement:so necessary for 
the speedy development of our natur- 
al resources, and for the settlement 
and building up ofthe country, unless 
ample protection is afforded them, by 
legal enactment, for the capital inves- 
ted and the labor employed. I would 
therefore recommend that you take up 
that portion oi. tlie Cede reported by 
the codifying committee at the last ses- 
sion ofthe Legislative Assembly, and 
not acted upon by it, revise where re- 
yision seems necessary, and pass it.— 
I am satisfied. itis the best that can 
be done at this time. Although 
hot as perfect as we-coull desire, yet 
I think it is sufficiently so to answer 
all praetical purposes at preseut, and 
may be amended or added to as time 
and experience may show the necessity 
therefore. Should you in your wis- 
dom decide te adopt the course sug- 
gested above, I would respectfully ad- 
vise the repeal of all conflicting statutes 

vothing, in my judgement, com- 
mends itself with more force snd pro- 
priety, as an esstntial element of 
prosperity and strength in any Govern- 
ment, than the adoption ofa wise and 
equitable system of revenue, one which 
will’ produce an amount sufficient to 
meet the publie demands, without ope 
rating oppressively or unequally upon: 
the people. Notwithstanding the gene 
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ral ботев bears the heaviest part - 
of the burden in defraying the expenses 
‘of our Territorial, Government, ‘yét 
thera is &clads ofexpenditures not thes 
provided for, which it is the duty of 
the present Legislature io make'some 
adequate provision to meet. As indi- 
oated ih my last annual message, our 
present revenue laws, are not only ex- 
tremely loose and vàgue, but defective 
to such an exteht as to render them 
wholly inadequate'to accomplish the 
ends. designated" by ‘their enactment, 

"The consequence, is, that a heavy pub- 


In the adoption of a system ‘of reve- 
nue, allow me to suggest; that the Leg- 
islature should enumerate “the several 
kinda of property. subject fo taxation ; 
fix the amount to" be collected for er. 
ritorial purposes, Teaving the assess- 
ments for county purposes to'the dis: 
cretion of the Probate Judge or Board 
of County Commissionersof each coun: 
ty; : appoint the time "when the assess? 
ments should be commeneed, anÜ're- 
turns made to the County’ Clerks of the 
several countjes—whose- duty i it should 
be to make out duplicate copies of the 


Tic debt i is fast accumulating, which if tax list of their respective counti¢s, and 


suffered to remain unptovided'for, will 
‘soon rest like an incubus upon the en- 
ergies of our people; and greatly em- 
"bárrass our fiscal concerns. For the 
necessary - informatioti relative to the 
amount of the debt already accumula- 
ted, I respectfully теѓег you to the re- 
port of the Auditor and Treasurer, 
herewith transmitted. You cannot fail 
to perceive st a glance the necessity 
for prompt and- judicious actionin the 
premises. 

It is within your power, by the adop- 
‘tion of a proper system of legislation 
 upen this subject to place the fiscal af- 

fairs of out Territory upon a sure and 


transmit one copy to the Auditor of 
public accounts, and. deliver the other 
to, the County’ Collector-—taking du- 
plicate receipts therefor, ‘one to be 
transmitted to the Auditor of Publié 
‘Accounts, and the other to be filed in 
his осе. Tt should be made the duty 
of the Auditor of Public Accounts up- 
on the receipt of the copy of the tax 
list of each county, to charge each col- 
lector respectively with the amotint due 
“the Territory from his county: The 
‘time of accounting and’ settlement by 
the tevenue officers, Гог both "Territo 
rial and County revenues, shoüld be 
definitely fixed, wader such paingand 


permanent basis. I trust therefore, penalities as will énsure the “perform: 


' you will’ not fail to give the subjectthat ance of the duties devolving иропевећ 


eonsidération its importance demands, 
by'a reference of the whole matter to 
an appropriate committee, with instruc- 
tions fo investigate it. thoroughly, and 
report at an “early day ofthe session a 
"bill that will ensure & net revenue suf- 
' ficient to meet all current demands. 


All past experience has Shown that 
“the public interest in the matter ofrev- 
enue, caniiot. be too carefully ‘watched 
nor too securely guardéd. 

In a Government like ours, reposing 
in an eminent degree upon the virtue 
and intelligence of the people, a gen- 
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or too a provided for, А wide 

spread and effective system of com mon 
schools, the immediate influences of 
which are generally diffused. among the 
masses of society, must ever be regar- 
ded as the surest guarranty of civil and 
religious liberty, and ought to be reek- 
ened as among the first objects a free 
government should secure to its peo- 
ple. Ignorance, in all ages, has ever 
been the handmaid ofslavery and vice. 
History feaches us that Ше enslave- 
ment of a people begins where gener- 
‘al intelligence and public virtue end.— 
dn the establishment of our free gov- 
erniaent, our fathers wisely ordained 
among its first objects, the general dif- 
fusion of knowledge among the peo. 
ple. Their example bas been follow- 
ed in the formation of the severalstate 
governments, and the establishment of 
à general system of edueation is now 
regarded as an essential element of na- 
tional safety, and as among the most 
salutary measures conducive tothe bukt- 
lic weal. Much of that general prosper- 
iy which characterizes us a people, is 
Que to the generous rivalry thus excited 
among the severalstates and territories, 
upon the sabject of liberalizing and 


“extending the common school system, 


and to the earnest and well-directed 
cforts for a general diffusion of knowl- 
edge, to which this hasled. 

In view of the many blessings that 
are dependent upon the general spread | 
ef knowledge, I cannot too strongly 
urge upon you the duty of at once 


ult, 


increasing demands of our. pen In 
all the elements of material prosperity 
we have reason to be abundantly | sgt- 
‘isfied with our condition ; „but ng de- 
gree.of wealth, no extent or fertility of 
soil, no amount of population can com- 
pensate us for the want of a good. and 
efficient system of education. Laws, 
judiciously framed and faithfully ad- 
ministered, are necessary, to punish 
erime, but the intelligence and ‘virtue 
of the masses constitute the only true 
basis for its prevention. The present 
school law is in most respecta good 
one, but means must be provided to 
make it effective. It has been usual 
in the States to levy a tax for this pur- 
pose, but in а new country like ours, 
where the title to all the lands remains 
in the Government, it is not probable 
that a sufficient amount for the support 
of a general system of.schools could be , 
raised by taxation, without operating too 
oppressively upon our people. The law 
itself appropriates all fines arising from 
а breach of the penal laws, and all funds 
arising from the sale of water crafts, 
lost goods and estrays, to school pur- 
poses, and confers the diseretionary 
power upon the inhabitants of the sev- 
eral school districts in the Territory, 


_when the same shall be created, to levy 


a tax for the erection óf school houses, 


„ang to defray the contingent expenses 


of the district. The 16th Section o£ 
the Organic Law sets apart sections 16 
‘and 36 in each Township forthe sup- 
port of education, and if the benefits 
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intended.te be conferred by this diis 
tion could be made immediately avail- 
able, the reyenue ‘thus deriyed, in ad- 
dition to that arising, from the sources 
above mentioned, might be sufficient 
ie put into operation and maintain а 
general system of common schools.— 
After our lands come into market, and | 
titles vested in the holders, the difficul- 
ttes under which we now labor will in 
,* great measure be removed, and the 


ordinary sources of revenue for this _ 


purpose can bé resorted to. 
I would therefore recommend that 
' you memorialize Congress to take such 
action at Ив present session, as may 
be necessary to place these lands at 
the disposal of the legislature at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

In my last annual message I called 
the attention of the Legislatiye Assem- 
bly to the three Literary Institutions 
ehartered at the session of 1855, to- 
wit: the “Simpson University,” loca- 


failed to seoure -the aid. desired.. In 
view ofthe importance of these entér- 
prises, I would therefore suggest that 


our Delegate i in Congress be requested . 


by resolution, to press the matter again 


‘upon the attention of that body, and 


secure at its present session if possible, 
a liberal grant of land to each of these 
‘institutions, 

There is no subject in which the 
settlers of а new country feel а deep- 
er interest than in an early dispositien 
of the public lands. It is important 
to this class of our citizens that they 
should have an oportunity at the ear- 
liest day practicable, of perfeeting 
their titles to the lands upon which they 


‘have settled. Until this is done, im- 


provements. cannot and will not be 
made, of that permanent character and 
to the extent which could naturally 
follow a confimation of absolute and 
perfect title to the soil. 

Give our settlers an opportunity to 


ted at Omaha City ; the “ Nebraska’ possess themselves of their farms ia 
University," located atFontenellej and fee, and business of every kind will 
the ** Nebraska City Collegiate and assume at once a fixed and settled 
Preparatory Institute," located at Ne- character. 
braska Oily. The “Simpson Umver- All past experience has shown that 
sity" has ‘been permanently located „Хет evils incident to the settlement of 
and donations to a considerableamount a new country are more blighting i in 
have been received in aid of Из erec- their effects, or more to be dreaded 
tion. I ат also informed that some than doubtful and unsettled titles to 
degree of progress has been made by the soil. Years.of litigation and con- 
the corporators of each of the others, troversy, of public inquietude, and 
in the prosecution of these laudable and sluggish growth, have not unfrequent- 
important enterprises. A memorial to ly followed an early neglect of, and 
Congress, praying for a grant oflands inattention to this subject. This state 
for the benefit of these institutions was of things once existed to an alarming 
passed by the last Legislature, but extent in my native state (Kentucky) 
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by means of which the peace and hap- 
piness of the people were fèr а long | 
time disturbed, and the progress of' 


' general improvement greatly retarded. 


я 


Some diiiculties of this character have 
already arisen in our own Territory, 
but it is believed not more than have 
attended the settlement of most coun. 
ties similarly situated. І 
Time and custom have hallowed the 
practice of permitting the earliest set- 
tiers to make their selections and re- 
main in quiet possession of their lands 
until opportunity is afforded them to 
pre-empt er purchase them of the 
government at the minimum price. 
The government itself has encouraged 
this practice, and in our Territory, in- 
decd it has invited it. It is so emi- 
nently just, that the pioneer in а new 
sountry should be indemnified in some 
way for the toils and privations thus 
incurred, that there are but few who 
feel disposed to rob him of his dear 
bought homo, not unfrequently his all. 
As an evidence of the justice and tenor 
of public feeling apon this subject, we 
have only to refer to the public Jand 
sales which recently took place at 
Leavenworth, in the Territory of Kan- 
sas. Those lands belonged to the In- 
dians, for whose henefit they were 
held in trust by the government, un- 
der a treaty stipulation to prevent any 
settlements from being made thereon. 
Nothwithstanding this, a large num- 
ber of persons had settled upon and 
occupied them in violation of the trea- 
ty. The sale brought together в 
larger number of persons from all 


parts of the country, and a greater 
umount of capital, itis believed, that 
were ever before concentrated ‘at one 
land sale, and yet Í am informed thet 
“not & single bid was made during tha 
^whole-sale against an actual settlér. 
I entertain the utmost confidence that 
tře same course will be pursued- when 
“curown lands are brought into mar- 
eket; and I apprehend that the actual 
settler, under the assurances thus af. 
forded, may dismiss all fear that his 
rights will be interfered with by < още 
side bidders. 
It is in my TER a matter óf 
great importance that the lands in the 
"Beitled portions of the Territory,’ in 
limited quantities, should be brought 
into market without delay, for the rea- 
sons above indicated and others which 
might be given. ‘There is no good 
reason why they should be kept long- 
er out of market, More than two 
years have elapsed since they "were 
opened for settlément, and objections 
which might have been urged with 
great propriety against an early sale 
twelve months ago, can have no appli- 
cation at this time. The Register and 
Receiver of the Land Office are now 
at their posts, ready and anxious to 
enter upon the discharge of their re- 
spective duties; and beleving,' as І 
do, that an immediate saleis eminent- 
lv desirable, I respecifnlly recommend 
that you pass a resolution, earnestly 
appealing to the President, to issue 
hig Proclamation of sale at an early 
day. 
‘In this cenneetion I would suggest 
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the propriety ef са пр the attention 
‘of Congress to the subject of Ше 
establishment of two additional Land 
Offices in the Territory—sne to be lo- 
cated at some point Бош“ of the 
Platte River, and the other at some 
‘point North of the Omaha Reserve 
It is imposing too great a hardship 
‘upon our’ people, to require them to 
travel from one te one hundred and 
‘fifty miles to pre-empt or enter their 
‘ands. This matter was presented to 
Congress at its last session, and I un- 
derstand met with some favor; but un- 
fortunatelv for us, was buried amid 
the rubbish produced ‘by the jarring 
‘elements of political strife. It would 
be well to urge upon our. Delegate i in 
Congress the propriety of again bring- 
“ing this subject before that ‘body at an 
early day. 

Tn my last annual message I alluded 
to the policy of establishing a Survey. 


m or General's office for this Territory. 


` The experience of the prst year, and 
the inconveniences and heavy expen- 
ses to which our surveyors and others 


have been subjected, in being compell- 


edto transact business with the pre- 
sent office at a distance of three or 
four hundred miles, has fully confirm 
ed me in the views I then entertained, 
and I take this occasion to renew the 
suggestions made at that time with 
reference to this subject. 

. The Territorial road from this point to 
Ft. Kearney, has been surveyed and 
located under the superintendence of 
Capt. Dickinson, of the С. S. corps of 
Topographical Engineers, and a pur- 
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have been done. 


tion of the bridges have been put uu 
dercontract. lam informed by him 
that am additienal appropriation of 
воће $30,000 will be required to 
complete the work.* I regard the con 
struction of this road as of vital im- 
portanee to our Territory, and I trust 
‘that the sun necessary for its com- 
pletiou will be granted— without which 
the expenditure alréady made will 
‘answer no valuablé purpose. A ме: 
топа! to Congress, setting forth the 


Часів will no doubt strengthen the ap- 


plication. of Capt. "Dickiason and aid 
him materially in obtaining the de- 
sired appropriation. 

The appropriation of the sum of fifty 
‘thousand Dollars, to be applied under 
my direction in the erection of suitable 
public buildings, has been fully ехрем- 
ded; and although the Capitol is not as 
far advanced as I could wish, yet all a- 
vailable means have been putin requi- 
sition to facilitate its progress; and it ів 
believed that in consideration of the un- 
favorable circumstances under which 
we have been compelled to labor, the 
very best has been done that could 
According to esti- 
mates carefully made, there are now 
laid in thé walls about’ 1700 perch of 


‘stone, estimated at;25 eubic feet to the 


perch, and near fourteen hundred 
thousand brick. ' The walls are com- 
posed , of the best material that could 
be procured, and the work is done in 
the most substantial manner. The first 
and second stories are completed, and 
the third and last story is well advan- 
ced. The iron material for the entie 
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eompletion of the- building, has. been 
purchased and is now on the graund, 
at a cast of over $ 20,000. It is be- 
sieved, that, although the actual cost 
of the work done, far exceeds the es- 
timates furnished by the architect, it 
hag been done much cheaper than the 
ruling rates paid by individuals for 
work ofa like nature. The design of 
the building is an admirable one, com- 
pletely adapted in every respect ta the 
purposes for which il is intended, and 
when finished will be an ornament to 
the Territory and an object of just pride 
іо her people, Among the many vis- 
itors to our city during the past year, 
from various parts of the country 


quite a number of them have interest- 


ed themselves in an examination of the 
plans of the building and the marner 
of its execution, and have without an 
exception been pleased to express 
their admiration in terms, not only 
gratifying to our pride, but calculated 
to stimulate us to renewed efforts for 
its apeedy completion. The wants of 
the Territory for many years to come 
have been steadily kept in view in the 
erection of this building—the capacity 
and substantial character ef which, are 
n consonance with that design. While 
по unnecessary expenditure has bcen 
made, no necessary one has been neg- 
lected, in the prosecution of the work 
thus far. А further appropriation o 
$ 50,000 will be required to complete 
the work. And in order that you may 
be enabled, in memorializing Congress 
upon the subject, to present all the 
facis, and place Ше matter in its true 


light, I respectfully suggest that a 
committee be appointed to examine 
the work, with instructions to report 
at an early day of the Session. 

I had eccasion in my last annual 
message to urge upon the Legislature 
then setting, some immediaie action 
with a view to securing an appropria- 
tion frem Congress, sufficient for the 
erection of a Penitentiary. The expe- 
rience of each year serves to convince 
us of the increasing, although lamen- 


‘table necessity, for an institution ef 


this kind. So long as there are noad- 
equate provisions for the punishment 
of crime, so long will offenders go 
‘‘unwhipt of justice," our laws will be 
violated, and the persons and proper- 
ty of our citizens preyed upon with 
impunity. Itis unquestionably true 
that those whose natural dispositions 
or unbridled passions lead them tothe 
commission of crime, take advantage 
of our unprotected condition, and law 
instead of being the safeguard of the 
citizen. is little better than a dead let- 
ter upon the statute book. It must be 
apparent to all that we have not with- 
in ourselves the adequate resourses for 
the erection of a suitable building of 
this character, and we are therefore 
urged by every consideration of hu- 
manity, and every feeling of interest, 
to make an earnest appeal to Congress 
for the needed assistance. Should 
these efforts fail to secure the aid re- 


quired. we will be compelled, greatly 
as the necessity is to be regretted, to 
resort to some mere affective system 
for the punishment of crime than the 
one now in force. 


1 
- 5 
3 


oe tat. 
ne D SUN 
At the last session of Congress, i a ' Legislative ‘Assembly, and to such’oth- 
bill was reported making an appropri-- er perso ns as may be ‘prescribed by 
ation of $10,000 for the remuneration law. The power is thus conferred up- 
ef ‘those of our citizens who were è- on:you to extend this privilege by Leg’ 
gaged during the Summer of 1855 1 


Indiani depredations, butfailed to pass: judgement may be deemed advisable. 
As an act of justice to those who vol- ' 


time for the benefit of the public, Е resources; isnot only desirable, bat 
would suggest that our Delegate be’ must be regarded as essential ќо the 


requested to urge the matter upon ‘the: proper development of the rich-treas-’ 


attention’ of the present Congress, and ures of our soil and the general pros- 
весите е requisite appropriation if  perity of the Teiritory. "Toobtain this 


n‘islative enactment, to such persons, 
defending our frontier settlements bo: and upon such conditions, as in your 


* А coniplete‘and thorough knowledge | 
tinteered their services, and gave their of the extént and variety of our mineral 


possible. 

The contract entered into by Messrs. 
Fisher & Bennet of St. Louis, to furni 
ish books for the Territorial Library; 
has beencomplied with on their part as 
far as they could supply the books e- 
numerated in the list with which ‘they’ 
were furnished—a catalogue of which: 
І have caused to'be made out, and the 
same is herewith transmitted for your 
inspection--by reference to which it will 
be seén, that there is yet remaining ia 
my hands, an unexpended balance of 
the original appropriation of $5000, of 
the sum of nine hundred and eighty- 
four dollars snd seventy seven cents 
($984,77), which will be applied at an 
early day to the purchase of such 


‘ books as will make the selection alrea- 


dy begun, as complete as possible. 
The provision in the organic law, au- 
thorizing the appropriation for this 
purpose, confines tàe use ofthe Libra- 
ry to the Governor, Secretary, Judges 
of the Territorial Courts, Attorney 
General, Marshall and Members of the 


‘a geological survey of the Tertitory, 
conducted by some one competent to 


the task, must be made. The atten-- 
‘tion of Congress was called to the sub- 


ject at its last session, and an adequate 


‘appropriation for the purpose was ask- 
ed for, but without securing the neces- - 


sary action. I suggest that that body 
be again memorialized at the present 
session, for the ‘appropriation of an a- 
mount sufficient to defray the expen 
ses of the desired survey. 

The Omaha and Otoe Indiens have 
been removed during the past year, 
and are now permanently settled upon 
their respective reserves, and І under- 
stand that their condition is much im- 
proved. The Pawnees are still inhab- 
iting a portion of the lands ceded by 
the Omahas to the General Govern- 
ment, to the great annoyance of the 
settlements in their immediate vicinity, 
Although their continuance upon the 
lands of Government, and in immedi- 
ate proximity to the settlements, has 
only been signalized thus far by a se- 
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ries of petty depredationa, we have such informatien in relation. to ourpub. . 
reason to apprehend serious. difücul- Йо affairs, and the general condition: 
цев between them and eur, people du- of our Territory, As was deemed i impor» 
ring the present year, unless they are tant, andto call your attention to sueh 
speedily removed. I therefore sug- subjects of legislation as. seemed te, de- 
gest that the attention of the proper mand your consideration and action; 
authorities be called to the subject. There are no doubt many subjects, not 

Qur banks, the chartering of which alluded to by me, which will suggest 
by the Jast Legislative Assembly, waa themselves i in the cowrse of your delib-. 
considered of ‘doubtful expediency by ‘erations, intimately affecting the inter- 
many ofour citizens, have so far work. eats of our people and the good of-the 
ed well. By reference to their annual, territory atlarge,in all of which I pledge. 
reports, made to the Auditor and pub- you my hearty co-operation. In conclu- 
lished in conformity with law, it will. sion, I cannot too. earnestly exhort you 
be seen that they are in a healthy con- to cultivate aspirit of harmony and 
condition, and with proper manage- conciliation in your councils, and I 
ment, we have reason tohope that they trust that under the wise directions of 
will fully answer the ends for which an overruling Providence, the result o 
thoy were established, and contribute your deliberations may be such as wil 
in зогае-Педгее to the general prosper- best promote the future growth med 


ity of the Territory. prosperity of eur young aad rising 
In the discharge of а solemn duty, community. 
imposed upon me, as your Chief Exe- MARK W. IZARD. 


cutive Officer, I have endeavored,in Exxeusrvm Ортсв, , 
this brief communication, to give you Qmaha City, January 34, 1857. 


